
 

Wednesday, September 24th proved to be a beautiful fall day as the Townsite revealed its spectacular views and 

mesmerizing colors.  As no-one in the group was aware of the existence of the Townsite, Wanda Zenner, who was the 

tour guide, had installed story boards at each location to be visited.  Barry Zenner and Don McNally had brought their 

side-by-sides to provide rides for those with mobility issues. 

The group was captivated with the anecdotes provided on 

several of the original residents not to mention tapping into the 

fascinating background of A. M. Bezanson himself.  From the 

sadness of losing his first wife 3 days after giving birth to baby 

Frank to having the proposed Townsite site surveyed, to meeting 

with the Experimental Station in Ottawa to meetings with 

dignitaries such as the Premier of BC. 

 

 

 

It was a lovely tour   thoroughly 
 enjoyed by the PROBUS CLUB  
who certainly now know where  
the Bezanson Townsite is located 
& all about the colorful man for 
whom the Townsite is named. 

      Ancel Maynard Bezanson is 

credited with the settlement of the  

  Peace District before the arrival 

               of the railroad. 
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“Tasting Station”  

was a hit as the group sampled “chokecherry jelly, grape 

jelly made from beets, rhubarb jam and peach jam”.   
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Another highlight for the group was the rope-
making    demonstration by Duane Stevenson 
using period-specific equipment.  One lady quickly 

made herself a rope to take home as a souvenir. 


