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FIVE MILE CREEK
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3287

Five Mie Ceek School
Dutrct Mo 1287 dwectly et
of e nrewlyincorporated
Vilege of Grande Pravrie, was
organized August 10, 1915 A
log schoolhouse was Dalt on
Jach Ason's lond the SE A2 S
WE. That frst yeur o the pupis
wore Bamkes, from the Gusal
and John Biemke famibes, with
Miss Moody # the teacher The
shool term Degan n August,
with Uy ard lanuary being the
holdey months, 2 practce that
continued for more thee ten
yeann

By 1925, mont of the chidren
of the duatrict were beyond school
age. There wan, however, & new
setiement aith 2% 0 30 Ovkdren
south of Five Mile Creek, 50 the
Gtrt wis estended 10 Dowr
Creet and the wchool buldngs
moved tao mules OUth o the S
of 187156

The school i 1y new location

——— - — - —

was opened the first Monday in August, 1925.
That year Miss Phyllis Lamb was the teacher
with a record enroliment in grade one, some of
them 16 years old. Enrollment was consistently
around 33-34 students during the early 1930s,
but in 1934 3 momentous meeting was held to
propose Five Mile Creek add another room for
a high school. Consequently, on July 19th, 1934,
the Northern Tribune advertised, “Tenders will be
received by the board of trustees of the Five Mile
school District for the erection of e new room
and olterations 1o the old log school building.”
By September that year the schools were ready,
with Miss Gertrude Brightwell to teach the
plementary grades, and Brian Pearcy as teacher
in the senior room. The high school students,
which numbered 18 in 1936, included those from
nearby districts such as Twilight

and Crystal Creek, There were 27 |

children in the elementary room
During the years which followed,
student numbers fluctuated,
determining which grades would
be taught in which years. With
the shortage of qualified teachers
during the war years, in 1941 the
decision was made to send the
high school students to Grande
Prairie; the second room was
then used for the junior high

The Five Mile Creek school site also contained
a one-room teacherage and a school bamn which
provoked numerous quarrels over who could use
it and who would clean it. The school, barn and
teacherage were heavily used for community
celebrations, and when the school closed under
consobidation in 1956, the site and buildings were
sold to the Five Mile Community Assoclation for
$1.00. A cairn on the Five Mile Creek school yard
tells the story.

Top, students in the schood yord
Above, the Five Mie Creel softbal
team. The caption resds. "Owr
1949 ball team in thelr white
shets and bive siocks have been
successful ond otherwise ” The
teem included Marjorie Bimbse
(cotcher), Nancy Mutt (pitcher)
Anme B¥mbie (Srst bose), Gus
Blimbde (shert stop). Joyce Nurt
(second base), foon Blmkie (third
base). Jean Forter (left feid)
Alfred Richords (centre fleld) ond
rene Bumike (right flekd)




